Surprise!
We have a New Logo!

As the season for 2018 draws to a close we would like to take a brief
moment to reflect and say thank you to all those who have dedicated
their time and helped contribute towards another successful season
here at Fiskardo Divers. However, before we close our doors we want to
share with you what we have achieved this season, some of which could
not have been done without the support from our partners and of
course our customers. 2019 is on the horizon and we have some pretty
exciting developments to look forward to.

Summer 2018

The TEam!

What’s been keeping us busy…
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Monk Seal Conservation Project
Scientific diving techniques course
Underwater biodiversity path
Underwater Clean Up
Turtle post mortem
Cats of Fiskardo
Recycling Water
Fiskardo Divers Underwater museum
The creation of Kosamare

Monk Seal Conservation Project
This past spring Fiskardo Divers started a collaborative project with the Octopus Foundation, MO-m and
Archipelagos in efforts to gather data and raise awareness of the highly endangered Mediterranean Monk Seal.
The initial phase of this project was to install several camera traps along the northern coastline of Kefalonia.
What we hope to gain from this installation are images of the seals movements and from that try to understand
their behaviours. With the cameras now installed and with the support of IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature) we can commence the roll out of the second phase of the project, community outreach
and education.
Fiskardo Divers have made contact with a number of the charter yacht companies operating in the Ionian as it is
our belief that sailors are amongst the most frequent to spot the Mediterranean Monk Seal. Our contact in
efforts to educate these companies about the Mediterranean Monk Seal and their rapid decline has been positively
received leaving them asking us what they can do to help. Early next year we plan to travel to various sailing
headquarters in the Ionian to deliver a brief to their crew, hosts, skippers etc. and provide them with a
Mediterranean Monk Seal sighting procedure. We believe this will be the key in helping to deliver the message and
collect as much data as possible.

Scientific diving techniques course
In September we received approval from PADI to run a new distinctive specialty course: scientific diving
techniques.
created by Fiskardo divers members, our goal is to introduce scuba divers to scientific diving techniques and
enable them to acquire the skills required to use different tools to sample or take measurements in aquatic
environments, so they can develop this activity underwater with the same ease they would do on land.
The course is mainly geared towards students of Marine Biology who are required to gain experience in the field,
but it is also open to any diver wanting to learn new underwater skills.
The training focuses on the study of the Neptune seagrass meadows (Posidonia oceanica), the most important
protected ecosystem in the Mediterranean. One of the modules will study the giant Fan mussel (Pinna nobilis),
and another will involve the data collection of invasive species (e.g. the Siganus fish, and the Caulerppa seagrass).
Students walk away with PADI Distinctive Speciality Course (practical exam during the final course day) and the
KOSAMARE Scientific Diver Diploma Level 1: Introduction to Techniques.

Underwater conservation path
Fiskardo Divers have invested some love into the Creation of submersible display boards which provide
information about the ecosystem and marine species they may encounter while diving, such as the endangered
Posidonia oceanica (Neptune Grass) and the Pinna Nobilis, along with the more common creatures of the deep
such as the octopus, sea urchins and star fish.
The idea of this initiative is to create awareness by bringing the information and fun facts to the divers while
they are there experiencing our underwater wonderland, ultimately increasing their understanding and adding
to their overall experience.

Underwater Clean Up
At the beginning of the season Fiskardo Divers hosted an underwater clean up at Foki Beach inline with World
Ocean Day. We had no trouble recruiting volunteers to assist, it was hugely successful with a number of
holidaymakers participating. Once we got to the beach it was satisfying to observe general beach goers and their
eagerness to also participate.
We were able to collect a substantial amount of rubbish from both the water and shore of Foki. What was not
surprising were the number of plastic bottles collected, due to the number of yachts mooring in such areas and
their access to fresh water there is an extremely high volume of bottled water consumed. Amongst the most
surprising finds from under the water were clothes pegs and discarded inflatables, and from the shore and surface
we collected an appalling amount of polystyrene fragments.
There is more we can be doing with our community to discourage the use of straws in drinks and impulse
purchasing of inflatables by educating locals about the harsh impact of such plastics on our marine life.
Again, we would like to pass on a massive thank you to all the volunteers who assisted us in the clean up, as well
as Scubapro for their donation of 4 x 25kg lift bags which aided us in lifting and removing rubbish from
underwater.

Turtle post mortem
Early June our friends at Jerusalem Beach notified us of a deceased Loggerhead Turtle which washed up on the shores of the
beach. Unfortunately we weren’t able to determine the primary cause of death however, on autopsy fragments of plastic
including fishing line were found in its throat. The information gathered was passed on to Wildlife Sense a local NGO
focused on the studies of the Loggerhead Turtle in Kefalonia.
The turtle was buried at the back of the beach, the plan is to rebuild the skeleton in a couple of years.

Cats of Fiskardo

Pictured here are our resident cats, Tom and Girlfriend.
In partnership with a local vet, Fiskardo Divers rescue sick and wounded cats. If sick the vet prescribes medication
and/or vaccinations and if not de-sexed we arrange to have them neutered. Did you know Cats with one tip of
their ear cut off means they have been neutered.
Every winter, Cedric installs a giant cat feeder in the garden of the dive centre, the cat feeder can accommodate
around 200kg of dry food to sustain the cats during the winter.
In addition to nurturing and feeding, we also try to find suitable homes for the cats. This year Cedric has adopted
and taking back to France with him two cats!

Recycling Water
In attempt to reduce our impact on
the evironment Fiskardo Divers water
system by and large is run off recycled
water.
The dive centre is equipped with a
50m3 cistern, which collects
rainwater run off from the roof and
surrounding area. Water collected is
used to rinse dive gear and shower
staff. We’ve gone even one step further
and recycle the water in which we
rinse our dive gear, Water from this
basin is then pumped into another
tank used to flush our toilets.

Fiskardo Divers museum
After the closure of the museum in Fiskardo, Fiskardo divers inherited a number of items which are now on display
at the dive centre. We open our doors to both divers and non-divers and encourage visitors to take a sneak peek at
the treasures of the deep.
We have an array of skeletons featuring a loggerhead turtle, Mediterranean monk seal, and a Cuvier's beaked
whale all of which are endangered and protected marine species.

Kosamare

(Kefalonian Organisation for the Study & Awareness of the marine environment)
Cedric Georges in collaboration with members of Fiskardo Divers is in the process of creating a Greek
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) on the Ionian Island of Kefalonia. The primary purpose and aim of the
organisation is to preserve, study, bring awareness to and educate scientists, as well as the general public, about the
local marine environment
Some of the projects were getting behind as well as assisting with are:.
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●

Scientific Diving Courses in underwater measuring and sampling techniques.
Study, awareness & preservation of the endangered marine mammal, the Mediterranean Monk Seal (Monachus
monachus), in collaboration with the international network for its protection, MOm.
Educating the local population and visiting tourists about the marine environment through exhibits
Provision of local logistical & human resources for data collection for missions whose purpose it is to study,
promote or preserve the Mediterranean ecosystem.
Organising cleaning campaigns within Fiskardo harbour and neighbouring beaches
Wildlife/Animal Rescue - terrestrial and marine.
Monitoring invasive species in the Ionian Sea, and their impact on the local environment

