LOGGERHEAD TURTLE

(caretta caretta)

Image credit: Upendra Kanda, Flickr - taken from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loggerhead_sea_turtle
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WHAT ARE THEY? Tl EINAI,

e Loggerhead turtle (name species * Eivai €idog BaAaooiag xeAwvag
Caretta caretta) are marine reptiles KOl AVvNKEl OTNV OIKOYEVEIA TWV
that belong to the Cheloniidae family. XEAwVIZISWV.

e Ymmapyxouv entd £idn OaAAaociag
XeAwvag: n Hawksbill, n Mpaocivn,
n Flatback, n Loggerhead, n
Kemp’s Ridley, n Olive Ridley kai
n Leatherback. OAegg avag@épovTal
WG ATTEIAOUHEVA £i0N).

ME Tl MOIAZOYN;

e 01 XEAWVEC KATA HECO OPO £XOUV
pNKoG 90 cm oéTav avanmTuyxOouv
MARPWG, AV Kal £XOUV avaKaAu@Oci
HEYaAuTepa SeiypaTta Eéwg 280 cm.

* There are 7 species of marine
turtle: the Hawksbill, Green, Flatback,
Loggerhead (caretta caretta), Kemp's

Ridley, Olive Ridley and Leatherback.
All are listed as endangered species.

WHAT DO THEY LOOK LIKE?

* The average loggerhead measures
around 90 cm long when fully grown,
although larger specimens of up to
280 cm have been discovered!

* An adult weighs approximately  H gvAAikn xeAwva {uyilel mepimou
135 kg, with the largest specimens 135 kg, pe Ta peyaAuTepa deiypara
weighing in at more than 450 kg! va {uyifouv mepioooTepo amo 450 kg!

e To XpWHA TOU OEPHATOG
KUHOIVETOI AITO KITPIVO £WG
KOOTOVO KOl TO KEAUQPOG Eival
ouVvNOwWG KOKKIVWTIO-Ka@E. H mio
TTPOPAVNG dlaopa gival OTI TA
EVAAIKO OPOEVIKA £XOUV TTIO
XOVTPEG OUPEC KAl HIKPOTEPO
MAACTPO amo Ta OnAuka.

 The skin ranges from yellow to
brown in colour, with a reddish-brown
shell - the most obvious difference
being that adult males have thicker
tails than the females.

WHAT DO THEY EAT?

e The loggerhead is omnivorous,
feeding mainly on bottom-dwelling T1 TPQNE;

invertebrates such as molluscs (such

as clams, sea snails, octopus...), but * H Kapera Kapera gival mappaya

also sponges, corals, sea urchins, KOl TPEPETAI KUPIWG HE ACTIOVOUAQ
starfish or algea. TOU BUuBOU evw KaTda Tn didpkela

TNG HETAVAOTEUONG TOUG TPEPOVTAI

e During migration through the Kal pE pEdoUoEG & KaAapapia.

open sea, loggerheads eat jellyfish,

floating molluscs and squid. * Ta peyala kai iIcXupa cayovia

TNGS XPNOIHEUOUV WG £V
ATTOTEAECHATIKO EpYAAEio yia

* [t has a greater list of known prey
VO KOHHOTIAOElI TO Onpauda Tou.

than any other sea turtle and crush prey
with their large and powerful jaws.

1020 ZOYN,;

e H Kapéta Kapera ¢pOavelr orn
OESOUAAIKN WPIHOTNTA & NAIKIO
17-33 eTwvV KAl £x&1 di1apkela (WG
47-67 xpovia.

HOW LONG DO THEY LIVE?

e Loggerhead turtles live up to 47-
67 years and they reach their sexual
maturity between 17 and 33 years old.

OUR TURTLE RESCUE

During the summer 2007, the dive team

were called by a sailor who had spotted

a turtle between the coast of Ithaki and

Lefkada. The turtle had probably been hit by

a boat and didn’t seem to be able to dive.

After the turtle was located, we brought it

back to Fiskardo and, following specialist

instructions, we took care of her until she

fully recovered, releasing her 3 days later. | I

age Credit: Releasing the rescued turtle (Dive Center image)
. i
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Image Credit: Rescued turtle free (DivesCenter image)

WHERE DO THEY LIVE?

e The loggerhead sea turtle has a
cosmopolitan distribution, nesting
over the broadest geographical
range of any sea turtle. It inhabits
the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific
Oceans and the Mediterranean Sea.

e They spend most of their lives in
the open ocean and in shallow coastal
waters. They rarely come ashore,
except for the females’ brief visits to
construct nests and deposit eggs on
the sandy beach where they were born.

[MOY ZOYN;

e H Kapéta Kapera amavra oTov
ATAavTiKO, TOV EIpNVIKO KOl TOV
Ivoiko Qkeavo, KaBwg emmiong Kai
T™n Meooyeio Oalaocoa.

e 01 xeAwveg Kapéra Kapera
TIEPVOUV TO HEYOUAUTEPO HEPOG TNG
{wNg TOUG OTOV AVOIXTO WKEAVO KOl
O€ PNXAG MAPAKTIA UOATA. ZTTAVIA
Byaivouv oTnv {npa, EKTOC ATTO TIG
OUVTOHEG EMOKEWEIC TWV ONAukwyv
YIO TNV KOTOOKEUN PWAIWV Kal ThV
anmoeleon Twv auywv.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

EIAOZ YO

ImaggyCredit: Loggerhead sea turtle - © OCEANA - taken from: http://marinesciencetoday.com

e CONSUMPTION : Once intensively
hunted for their meat and eggs,
consumption has decreased due

to worldwide legislation.

e ACCIDENTAL ENTANGLEMENT :
Fishing gear is the biggest threat to
loggerheads in the open ocean. They
often become entangled in longlines
or gillnets.

e RUBBISH : Nearly 24,000 metric
tons of plastic are dumped into the
ocean each year. Loggerheads may
mistake the floating plastic for jellyfish,
a common food item. The ingested
plastic causes intestinal blockage,
suffocation, ulcerations, or starvation.

e POLLUTION : Artificial lighting

discourages nesting and interferes
with the hatchlings’ ability to
navigate to the water’s edge.

e HABITAT DETERIORATION & LOSS
: Destruction and encroachment of
their habitat by humans.

E-AOPANIZH

I'ATI;

e KATANAAQZH: Evw oT1o TTapeAOOV
OnpevovTav o€ peyaAo Baduod yia To KpEAG
KOl T QUYQ TOUG, CAMEPA Kal ETTEITA ATTO
TTapEUBaon Tng d1eBvoug vopoBeoiag n
KOTAOVAAWOT EXEI MEIWOEI.

e KATA AAGOZ MIMAE=IMO : O aAleuTiKOG
ECOTTAIOMOG €ival N HEYAAUTEPN ATTEIAR

via Tnv Kapéta Kapéra. NMoAu ouyxva
MTTAEKOVTOI O€ TTOPpAyadia Kal dixTuda.

o« ZKOYTIIAIA: Zxedov 24.000 Tovoil
TTAQOTIKOU KATOARYOUV OTOV WKEAVO

KAOe xpovo. O1 XEAWVEG KATATTIVOUV TO
TTAQOTIKO a@OoU MTTEPOEUOVTAI KOl VOMiI{ouV
TTWG TTPOKEITAI VIO HEOOUCEG, TPOPN TNV
OTroid KATAVOAWVOUV TTOAU ouyva. H
KOTATTOON TTAOOCTIKWY TTPOKAAEI EVTEPIKI
atToPPAn, aoPUia, EAKOG | TTEIVA.

e PYIANZH: O 1eXxvnNT0C @WTIOHNOG
atro0appuUveEl TIG XEAWVES ATTO TO VA
PWAIGOCOUV OTNV OKTA EVW £CAITIOG TOU T
XEAWVAKIO OUOKOAEUOVTAI VO TTEPINYNBOUYV
OTA PNXA VEPA.

e AAAOIQZH & ATTQAEIA TQN
OIKOTOINQN: TéAog, n Kapéta Kapéta
gival €i00G UTTO €Ea@AVION ESAITIOG TNG
KOATOOTPOWPNG KAl TNG KATATTATNONG TWV
OIKOTOTTWYV TOUG OTTO TOV AVOpWTTO.

Image Credit: Alejandro Fallabrino - taken from: http://www.seaturtle.org/imagelib/




