MEDITERRANEAN MONK SEAL

(monachus monachus)
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WHAT ARE THEY?

e With only 500 individuals left, the
Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus
monachus) is the most endangered
marine mammal in the world.

* The monk seal is a Pinniped
belonging to the Phocidae family.

* There are three type of monk
seal: the Caribbean (how extinct),
Hawaiian, and the Mediterranean.

WHAT DO THEY LOOK LIKE?

e Approximately 80cm long at birth,
this species of monk seal can reach up
to an average of 2.4 metres as an adult.

e Adults weigh between 250-300kg,
and the females are slightly smaller.

e Newborns are black. Adults have
a brown or grey coat with a white
belly patch for males, and a lighter
colouration for females. The coat
of adult males often gets darker
with age, sometimes turning black,
but the ligher-coloured belly patch
still remains.

WHAT DO THEY EAT?

e They eat fish and Cephalopods like
octopus or squid, and they can dive
up to 200 metres to find their food.
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WHERE DO
THEY LIVE?
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Tl EINAI;

e Me apiOuéd pikporepo atrd 600 (wa,
OUYKOTOAEYETOI OTA CTTAVIOTEPA KOl TTAEOV
atrelAovpeva (WIKA €i0N Tou TTAAVATN Ko
XOPAKTNPIJETAI WG KPICIMWGS KIVOUVEUOV HE
agaviopo amrod Tnv Aigbvn ‘Evwon lNpootaciag
TNG Duong. O MiIodG TrEPiTTOU TTANBUO GG,
yUpw ota 250-300 atopa, (g1 otnv EAAGDQ.

e H peooyeiakn ewkia (Monachus monachus),
gival To Eva atrd Ta OUO evaTtropEivavTa €idn
@WKIOG HOVOXOU TNG OIKOYEVEIOG TWV QPWKIOWV.

e Ta Tpia €idn ToU YEVOUG gival: H peocoyelakni
PwKIa, N ewkia Tng Xapang (Monachus
schauinslandi), n pwkia Tng KapaiiKng
(Monachus tropicalis) (Exel e€aAeigpOEei).

ME T1 MOIAZOYN;

e To veoyévvnTo £XElI MAKOG TTEPITTOU 1 METPO,
EVW TO HNKOG TWV EVAAIKWY {WWV KUHAIVETAI
METAEU 2-3 METPWV.

e To Bapog Toug PBavel Ewg kal Ta 350 KIAQ, JE TO
OnAuka va givai Aiyo HIKPOTEPA ATTO TA APCEVIKA.

e To cwMHA TOUG KAAUTTTETAI ATTO OTIATIVO
TPIXWMA, MKOUG TTEPITTOU HICOU EKATOOTOU. TO
XPWHA TOUG TTOIKIAAEI ATTO AVOIXTO YKPI{o Kal
MTTEC OTO ONAUKA PHEXPI OKOUPO KAPE KAl HaUpO
OTA APOEVIKA HE AVOIXTOXPWHA ONMUEIN OTOV
QUYXEVA, TOV AQINO KOl TNV KOIAIA. 2T APOEVIKA
gival 1I010iTEPA EMPAVAGS KAl EUDIAKPITN N AEUKN
KNAida oTnVv KoIAId.

T1 TPQNE;

 H Movayoug Movayoug TpépeTai
ME WApPIA KOl KEQAAOTTOOO OTTWCE XTATTOdIA,
OOUTTIEG KOI KOAQMAPIO EVW UTTOPEI va BOUTAEEI

MEXPI Kai 200 pETPA yia va BpEl TRV TPOPN TNG.
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Distribution of the Mediterranean Monk seal (Monachus monachus)
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OUR MONK SEAL RESCUE H AIAZQ2ZH THZ

On the evening of 14th October 2009, Cédric was called to
rescue a baby monk seal found in Assos. Believed to have lost
his mother following a big storm, the baby seal found refuge in
one of the tavernas in the harbour.

The baby seal had very little chance of survival as, being
around 2 weeks old, it was only able to accept milk from its
mother. Cédric therefore decided to spend the night with
the baby seal on the beach in front of Assos, hoping that its
mother might come looking for her cub.

By the next morning, having had no sight of its mother, Cédric
made an emergency call to MOm, the Greek organization
studying and protecting monk seals. The vets from MOm
arrived that afternoon and firstly force-fed the cub with a
special mixture, then took him to a rehabilitation centre near
Athens. At this point, the seal had 50% chance of survival.

On the 30th January 2010, after three and half months in

the rehabilitation centre, Nefeli (hamed after the taverna she
found refuge in!), was released into the National Marine Park
of Alonissos, in the Northern Sporades, where she would carry
on her life, safe and free.

MONAXOYZ MONAXOY2

To Bpadu TG 14n¢c OkTwRpiou 2009, o Cédric KANONKE va cwoEl
HIa @WKIA HWPO n ommoia BpéOnke ornv Aooco. MoTevovrag oTI
EIXE XAOElI TN HNTEPA TOU, HETA ATTO MIO MEYAAN KaTalyida, n HIKpN
PWKIA BPAKE KATAPUYIO O€ £€Va a0 TA TARBEPVAKIA OTO AIHavI.

To HIKPO €iXE MOAU Aiyeg mOavoeTnTeg emfiwong kabwg, ovrag
mePITTOU 2 eOONGd WYV, ATaV O O€0N va TPAWEI HOVO HE TO YAAa
anmod Tn pnrépa Tou. O Cédric amoPaocioe va mMeEPATEl TN VUXTA
HE oTnVv mapalia Tng Aooou, eAmrifovrag oTI n pNTépa Tou Oa
HITOPOUCE Va £€pOEI MiCoW WPWAXVOVTAG VIO TO HIKPO TNG.

To emopevo mpwi o Cédric emkoivwvnoe pe Tn MOm, Tnv
€AANVIKN opydvwon yida TNV HEAETN KAl TV IPOCTACIA TNG
HECOYEIAKNS @PWKING. O1 KTNVIATPOI TG OPYAVWONG £PTACAV
EKEIVO TO ATTOYEUHO KOl APXIKA TAIOAV TO HIKPO HE £Eva €101KO
HiyHO Kdl OTH OUVEXEIA TO THPAaV Hali TOUG OE £EVa KEVTPO
ATMOKATACTAONG KOVTA oTnV AGNva. 210 ONUEIo AuTd, N HIPKN
@wkKIia €ixe 50% mOavoTnTeg emBiwong.

2116 30 lavouapiou Tou 2010, peTd ammdé TPEICNHICT HAVESG OTO
KEVTPO amoKaTaoTaong, N Ne@éAn (TMApe To Ovoud Tng amoe Tnv
TaBépva ommou BpNkKe Kara@uylo!), ameAsuOepwOnKe péca oro
EOviké OaAaocoio Mapko Tng AAovvinoou oTi¢ Bopeieg Zmopadeg,
€TOINN VO ouveXioel va (€1 EAe00egpn ka1 ao@AaAnG.

MYTHOLOGY

e |n ancient Greece monk :
seals were placed under the
protection of Poseidon and
Apollo as they showed a great
love for the sea and the sun.

¢  One of the first coins,
minted around 500 BC,
depicted the head of a monk
seal. The creatures were also
immortalized in the writings of
Homer, Plutarch and Aristotle.

MYOOAOTIIA

2TNV apxaia EAAGda o1 pwkIEC
gixav TEBEI UTTO TNV TTPOOTACIA TOU
[Too€idwva kal Tou ATTOAAWVA YIATi
£QEIXVAV JEYAAN ayaTTn VIa TN
BaAacoa kai Tov fAIO.

¢ 2E&E&va Ao Td TTPWTA
VOUIioNaTA, TTOU KOTTNKAV YUPW OTO
500 1r.X., ameikovifeTal TO KEQAAI
UECOYEIOKNG QWKIAC. Ta TTAGouaTa
QUTA atTaBavaTtioTnkKav £1Tiong PEoa
a1To 1O YPATITA Tou Ournpou, Tou
[TAoUTapxouU Kal Tou APICTOTEAN.

ENDANGERED SPECIES
EIAOZ YO EZAPANIZH

WHY ARE THEY?

e HABITAT DETERIORATION & LOSS :
Coastal development - including
disturbance due to tourism and
pleasure boating;

e DELIBERATE KILLING :

by fishermen and fish farm operators
- who consider them a pest damaging
their nets and ’stealing’ their fish.

e ACCIDENTAL ENTANGLEMENT :
in used or discarded fishing gear
leading to death by drowning.

e DECREASED FOOD AVAILABILITY :
due to over-fishing.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

1. CREATE PROTECTED MARINE
AREAS AND NO-FISHING ZONES

2. RESCUE AND REHABILITATION
OF ORPHANED SEALS

3. EDUCATION AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS

4. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TO GAIN
KNOWLEDGE OF THE MONK SEALS
BIOLOGY AND BEHAVIOUR.

I'lATI EINAI;

« AAANOIQZH & ATNQAEIA TQN OIKOTOINQN:
H paydaia av¢non Tou avlpwirivou
TTANnOuopou padi ue Tnv avodo Tou
TTapadaAdaooiou Kal BaAGooiou TOUPICHOU
uttoBdOuiIcav Tov BIOTOTTO TNG MECOYEIOKNG
PWKIAG KAl TNV EKOIWEaV atro TIG TTAPAAIEG.

e HOEAHMENH ©OANATQZH: KaTtadiwkeTai
w¢ BAaBep6 {wo atrd Toug Yapadeg Adoyw
TNGS {NUIAG TTOU UTTOPEI VA TTPOKAAECEI OTA
OiXTUd TOUG OTOV UTTAEXTEI O’ AUTA.

« KATA AAOOZ MMNAE=IMO : Ta (wa
TTayIOEUOVTAI KAl TTVIYOVTAI KUPIWG O€
OiXTUud TTOU XPNOIMOTTOIOUVTOI EUPEWG
a1To TNV TTAPAKTIO AAIEiq.

 MEIQMENH AIAGEZIMOTHTA TPO®HL:X:
gCAITIOG TNG UTTEPAAIEUON G KOl TTAPAVOMNG
aAIgiag.

T1 MINOPOYME NA KANOYME;

1. AHMIOYPI'IA POZTATEYOMENQON
OAAAZZIQN MNMEPIOXQN KAI ZONON
ANAIroPEYZHz THZ AAIEIAZ.

2. AIAZQ2H KAI ANOKATAZTAzZH
TON OPOANQON OQKOQON.

3. EKMNAIAEYZH KAI
EYAIZOHTOMNOIHZH TOY KOINY.

4. ENIZTHMONIKH EPEYNA
NMPOKEIMENOY NA ANMOKTHOEI 'NQzH
THZ BIOAOrIAZ KAI ZYMNEPI®POPAZ
THZ MEZOIEIAKHZ ®QKIAzZ.

NATIONAL MARINE PARK OF ALONISSOS,
NORTHERN SPORADr__E_S (NMPANS)
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